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HOUSE BILL 640
49TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 2009
INTRODUCED BY

Janice E. Arnold-Jones

AN ACT
RELATING TO ELECTIONS; ALLOWING VOTERS TO WRITE IN THE

CANDIDATE OF THEIR CHOOSING WHEN VOTING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:
Section 1. Section 1-8-36.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1981,

Chapter 156, Section 1, as amended) is amended to read:

"1-8-36.1. PRIMARY ELECTION LAW--WRITE-IN CANDIDATES.--

(A Write—i Lid e red—int]
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deelaration—of—intent—shall—be—filedbefore5:+00—p-m—on—the

second—Tuesday—inMareh~

P-] A. If the name of the person for whom a voter

desires to vote does not appear on the primary election ballot,

the voter may write in the name of that person.

B. A write-in vote shall be counted and canvassed
only if:

(1) the name written [fa—3s—the nameof—=a
deelared—write—in—ecandidate—and] shows two initials and last
name; first name, middle initial or name and last name; or
first and last name; [er—the—full-name—as—it—appears—on—the
deelaration—of dntent—tobe—awrite—in—eandidate] and
misspellings of the above combinations that can be reasonably
determined by a majority of the members of the precinct board
to identify a [deelared] write-in candidate; and

(2) the name is written [im—theproper—stot—on
the—voting—maehine—or] on the proper line provided on [an
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absentee—ballot—or—emergeney] a paper ballot for write-in
votes. [for—theofficefor whieh the ecandidate—has fited—a

. (r Seetioni-8—33 NMSA_107S-

6+] C. A write-in vote shall be cast by writing in

the name. As used in this section, "write-in" does not include
the imprinting of any name by rubber stamp or similar device or
the use of preprinted stickers or labels."

Section 2. Section 1-11-2 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1969,
Chapter 240, Section 212, as amended) is amended to read:

"1-11-2. CONTENTS OF PROCLAMATION.--The proclamation
shall:

A. give notice of the election;

B. set forth the purpose of the election;
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C. 1list the offices to be filled;

D. 1list all properly certified candidates for each
of the offices to be filled;

[E=—2X+tst—+thedeelared—write—in—eandidatels—naame—and

-] E. 1list the names of all precinct board members
and the precinct to which they are appointed; and

[6] F. give the address or location of the polling
place in each precinct where the election is to be held."

Section 3. Section 1-12-19.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1981,

Chapter 156, Section 2, as amended) is amended to read:

"1-12-19.1. GENERAL ELECTIONS--SPECIAL ELECTIONS--WRITE-

IN CANDIDATES.--

(A lesiri 1 e Lid ;
ol election for Bmited—S .
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-] A. If the name of the person for whom a voter

desires to vote does not appear on the general or special

election ballot, the voter may write in the name of that

person.

B. A vote for a write-in candidate shall be counted
and canvassed only if:
(1) the name written [im—is—the name—-of—a
deelared—sirite—in—ecandidate—and] shows two initials and last

name; first name, middle initial or name and last name; or
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first and last name [er—the—full name—as—it—appears—on—the
. . t—to—be—a—write—in-eandidate]; and

misspellings of the above combinations that can be reasonably
determined by a majority of the members of the precinct board
to identify a [deelared] write-in candidate; and

(2) the name is written [im—the—proper—office

] on the

proper line provided on a [marksemseballoty;absenteeballot—or

emergeney] paper ballot for write-in votes for the office.

B-] C. A write-in vote shall be cast by writing in

the name. As used in this section, "write-in" does not include
the imprinting of any name by rubber stamp or similar device or
the use of preprinted stickers or labels."
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